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This listing of claims does not include any amendments to the claims but is merely provided for 
the convenience of the Examiner. 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 
determining a first number of block instances available to a viewer in an interactive three- 
dimensional programming guide (IPG); 

determining a second n umber of available information attribute sets to be presented to the 

viewer; 

e^B#aae^4be^etermming whether the first number of-bieek-iHStane e s-wttb- i s greater 

the second number, choo s in g a first mapping technique of at least three m apping t echniques; and 
mapping the available information attribute sets to the mHRber----e£---available block 
instances to generate mapped block instances based on .the. i;Qagpi^g.tectoiQ)M.cJ;]o^eo : ; and 
displaying the mapped block instances contiguously. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein each of the mapped block instances is associated 
with one or more structure attributes. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein only when the first n umber e£ 

av - aitob i^-i nfetmatieft - attribttt es- i s less -greater t han the second n umbe r - »f-bleek4n s ta - ne e s . two or 
more block instances are mapped with the same information attributes. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein when the first n umber of - availab le 

i nfofm a tiO ' n" a Mribute&"i s less-greater than the second numbe r-ef"l»loek"4a9ta8.ees . one or more 
block instances is not visible to the viewer. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein when the first n umber ef-a^aiteble 
l nfeamati<»n"a t tri - but e S"i s less-areater than the second numbe r"ef"b l oek-in f jta.fie es, the-a number of 
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displayed mapped block instances is less -greater t han the second n umbe r -o f - avaikMe-bloek 

iestaae e s . 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein each displayed mapped block instances is 
manipulated independently of the other displayed mapped block instances. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein each displayed mapped block instance is 
manipulated by modifying the associated one or more structure attributes. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein each displayed mapped block instance is 
manipulated by modifying the associated one or more information attributes. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein each displayed mapped block instance is 
manipulated by modifying the associated one or more structure attributes and the associated one 
or more information attributes. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the mapped block instances are displayed 
contiguously on a surface. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the surface is a bar. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the surface is associated with one or more 
surface attributes. 

13. (Currently Amended) A system including: 

a computer readable storage medium having stored thereon sequences of instructions 
which are executable by a system, and which, when executed by the system, cause the system to 
perform a method, comprising the steps of: 

determining a first number of block instances available to a viewer in an 
interactive three-dimensional programming guide (IPG); 
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determining a second n umber of available information attribute sets to be 
presented to the viewer; 

eompariag- determining whether t he first n umber i#%k > ek - 4natam?e & "wkh"4be fc 

b f ised-en-the - eemparise i a i ii response to determi ning that the first number is greater 
than the second number, choosing a first mapping technique of at least three mapping 
tei^]niguej^and 

mapping the available information attribute sets to the m*mbec--ef" available block 
instances to generate mapped block instances based on the mapping technique chosen; and 
displaying the mapped block instances contiguously. 

14. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 13, wherein each of the mapped block 
instances is associated with one or more structure attributes. 

15. (Currently Amended) The system, of Claim 13, wherein only, when the first. number ef 
a vai i abl e- mfer f Hati ^ m -att nb^teS ' i s less -greater t han the second n umber-e-f-bleek-iastaaees. two or 
more block instances are mapped with the same information attributes. 

16. (Currently Amended) The system, of Claim 13, wherein when the first n umber of 

ftvaftftble-ifAformation attributes-i s less- greater m an the second n umbe r of blook instances , one or 
more block instances is not visible. 

17. (Currently Amended) The system, of Claim 13, wherein when the first n umber of 
available information attribut es-is less-greater than the second n umber -ef-b l eek-tastane e s . tfee-a 
number of contiguously displayed mapped block instances is less- greater m an the second number 



18. (Previously Presented) The system, of Claim 13, wherein each displayed mapped block 
instances is manipulated independently of the other displayed mapped block instances. 
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19. (Previously Presented) The system, of Claim 18, wherein each displayed mapped block 
instance is manipulated by modifying the associated one or more structure attributes. 

20. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 18, wherein each displayed mapped block 
instance is manipulated by modifying the associated one or more information attributes. 

2 1 . (Previously Presented) The system, of Claim 1 8, wherein each displayed mapped block 
instance is manipulated by modifying the associated one or more structure attributes and the 
associated one or more information attributes. 

22. (Previously Presented) The system, of Claim 18, wherein the mapped block instances are 
displayed contiguously on a surface. 

23. (Previously Presented) The system, of Claim 22, wherein the surface is a bar. 

24. (Previously Presented) The system, of Claim 22, wherein the surface is associated with one 
or more surface attributes. 

25. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory coupled with the processor, the memory operable to include a first queue to 
store active data elements and a second queue to store inactive data elements, 

wherein a first n umber of available b lock instances is compared with a second n umber of 
available data elements to determine whether the first number is greater than, the second number, 
and 

wherein in response to determining that the first number is greater than the second 
numbe rb as e d-en-th e -eoHvpaHsea . one of at least three display techniques is chosen, wherein the 
active data elements are displayed in visible block instances in an interactive three-dimensional 
programming guide (IPG), and wherein the visible block instances are displayed contiguously jn 

accordance with the chosen displav technique. 
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26. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein each block instance is associated with one or 
more structure attributes. 

27. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein each data element is associated with one or more 
information attributes. 

28. (Canceled) 

29. (Canceled) 

30. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein an inactive data element is displayed in a visible 
block instance by moving the inactive data clement from the inactive queue to the active queue. 

31. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein an inactive data element is displayed in the 
visible block instance by swapping the inactive data element with an active data element being 
displayed in the visible block instance. 

32. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein at le ast two block instances are 
identical, further wherein the at {east two identical block instances are » feeHi t spky -< ».f ■ eaeh-b t eek 
iftstoee-mapped with the same information attributes--as-4*R«>t)K^ 

33. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 15, wherein at least two block instances are 
identical, further wherein the at least two identical block instances are tfee-disel^-ef-ea^fe-bleefe 
ittsteftee - m apped with the same information attribute s as another Moek - ^ta - nee - k-i t leftt i eal . 

34. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, wherein two or more block instances display 
identical data elements. 

35. (New) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

in response to determining that the first number is not greater than the second 
number, determining whether the first number is equal to the second number; 

Page 6 of 13 



Appln.No.: 10/059,547 

Amendment dated April 2, 2009 

Reply to Office Action of January 2, 2009 

in response to determining that the first number is equal to the second number, 
choosing a second mapping technique of the at least three mapping techniques. 

36. (New) The method of claim 35 further comprising: 

in response to determining that the first number is not greater or equal to the 
second number, choosing a third mapping technique of the at least three mapping techniques. 

37. (New) The system of claim 13, the storage medium comprising instructions that when 
executed cause the system to further perform the steps of: 

in response to determining that the first number is not greater than the second 
number, determining whether the first number is equal to the second number; 

in response to determining that the first number is equal to the second number, 
choosing a second mapping technique of the at least three mapping techniques. 

38. (New) The system of claim 37, the storage medium comprising instructions that when 
executed cause the system to further perform the step of: 

in response to determining that the first number is not greater or equal to the 
second number, choosing a third mapping technique of the at least three mapping techniques. 

39. (New) The system of claim 25, wherein in response to determining that the first number is 
not greater than the second number, and that the first number is equal to the second number, a 
second mapping technique of the at least three mapping techniques is chosen. 

40. (New) The system of claim 39, wherein in response to determining that the first number is 
not greater or equal to the second number, choosing a third mapping technique of the at least 
three mapping techniques. 
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